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Fr. Quarter resident heads to
US for animal welfare course

MARIGOT-5.  Martiner
Francisco *Tita™ Webster
departs for Boise, Idaho,
USA, this coming Sunday
to take part in a cne-week
amimal  shelter practical
training course organised
by Humane Society Inter-
national.

This 15 belizved to be the
firat time a focal has been
chosen o follow an over-
seas  Iraining course  in

the animal welfare sector.
Webster (30} will also visit
Animal Care Expo 2009 in
Les Vegas from Aprl 3-8,
Humane Sceiety Interna-
ticnal is funding Webster's
two-wieek trip to the USA.
Webster s no beginner
to animaf welfare having
worked with animals since
he was 16 vears old. He
worked with Lynne Coffin
for 12 vears at the former

animal shelter ot Le Galion
untdl its closure; he served
w4 velerinary assistan
to Dr. Swanson; and did o
stint with the povemment-
run dog pound.

Webster is currently em-
ploved at Butterfly Farm
and i5 Vice-President of the
I Love My [sland Dog As-
sociation,

He was selected as a can-
didate for the course fol-

lowing visits o 51 Martn
in the past vear by Honane
Society International rep-
reseniotives, Webster was
instrumental in escorting
the officials around, and
advising them of the prob-
lems that exist on the isand
with animal welfare,

He leamed of his selection
for the course from associa-
tion president, Ursela Op-
mkoter.
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“I'm excited, but ner
vous at the same time,"”
said Webster ahead of s
first visit o the USA. ~1
was originally supposed to
teave on April 5, but they
have hrought it forward by
a week. I'm ready. It's go-
inE to be 3 verv mleresting
course,”

Websterwill learn all abou
bow anienal sheliers are run
in the USA, as well as qual-
antine  procedures,  spay
and neuter  programmes,
diseases, voccinations, and
adoplion processes

Hi course will codneide
with the future opening of
a bona fide shelter on the
French side which has re-
ceved help and support
from Humane Society In
temational through 1 Love
My Island Diog Association.
It iz envisaged that Webster
will be the supervisor. The
Collzctivité has  pledged

¥

0000 curos towards the
shelter"s construction,

“$¥a are verv appreciative
and very lucky to have re-
ceived help with the shelter
plans from Humane Society
Intemational, and for the
opportunity given to Tito
Webster,"” said Oppikofer.

She saud she was thrilled
at the prospect of Websier
attending the course and
hoped it would be am mspi-
ration 1o other 51 Marin-
ers Lo follow in his foosteps
and become interested in
animal welfare,

“Tito has a boundless
passion for ammals and a
wealth of experience and
knowledge in dealing with
all sorts of situations.” Op-
pikofer said. “He iz very
precious to our association
and a shelter would not
even be considered with-
out his input and contribu.
tion.”



